
IOLA 

Interest on Lawyer Account Fund 
of the State of New York 

Funding civil legal assistance for low-income New Yorkers since 1984 
 

 

11 East 44th Street  tel  (646) 865-1541 www.iola.org  

Suite 1406    fax (646) 865-1545 mthurton@iola.org  

New York, NY 10017-0055  

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

Chair 

PEI PEI CHENG DE CASTRO 

IOLA Fund of the State of NY 

11 East 44 Street, Suite 1406 

New York, NY 10017-0055 

 

Rahul Agarwal, Esq. 

John A. Cirando, Esq. 

Darren J. Cohen, Esq. 

Mary Rothwell Davis, Esq. 

Douglas W. Dunham, Esq. 

Jason C. Hegt, Esq. 

Hon. Sylvia O. Hinds-Radix (ret.) 

Daniel M. Kummer, Esq. 

Susan B. Lindenauer, Esq. 

Paulette E. Ross, Esq. 

Sergio Villaverde, Esq. 

 

 
 
 
 
December 17, 2025 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
IOLA Fund of the State of New York Selects Empire Justice Center for a $4 Million Grant 
to Launch a Statewide Civil Legal Services Training Center 
 
New York, NY — December 17, 2025 — The IOLA Fund of the State of New York is 
pleased to announce that its Board of Trustees has approved a one-time $4 million grant 
to Empire Justice Center. This funding will establish a groundbreaking civil legal services 
Training Center designed to strengthen the capacity of legal aid providers across the 
state. 
 
This investment is a key milestone for the Justice Infrastructure Project, a statewide 
initiative launched by the IOLA Fund to modernize and strengthen civil legal aid delivery. 
Together with a subcontract with The Legal Aid Society, Empire Justice Center will 
create a hub for high-quality, accessible training, helping attorneys and advocates 
sharpen their skills in critical practice areas and improve coordination among service 
organizations. 
 
“We’re excited to launch this vital component of the Justice Infrastructure Project,” said 
Christine Fecko, Executive Director of the IOLA Fund. “The training center will provide 
civil legal providers with the tools and support they need to deliver top-tier representation 
to low-income New Yorkers.” 
 
Empire Justice Center, a statewide nonprofit law firm dedicated to protecting and 
strengthening the rights of low-income, disabled, and disenfranchised New Yorkers, will 
lead the initiative. The Legal Aid Society, which operates through a network of 
neighborhood offices in 21 units and programs across New York City, will serve as a key 
partner, contributing extensive subject-matter expertise, training infrastructure, and 
institutional capacity to ensure its success. 
 
The training center will focus on expanding expertise in key civil legal practice areas, 
fostering collaboration among legal aid groups, and creating clear professional 
development pathways for lawyers serving vulnerable communities. 
 
The IOLA Fund, which pools interest from lawyer trust accounts to fund civil legal 
services, remains committed to ensuring equitable access to justice for all New Yorkers. 
 
For more information, visit www.iola.org. 
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